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St Columba Principal:                          
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bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au      

Parish Safeguarding Committee:              
Fr John Petrulis, Christine Mitchell, 
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Parish Visiting Team: Lay Pastoral Care 
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Elwood and St Kilda Legion of Mary                                                          
Please contact the parish office.                             

Reflection on the Gospel-3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 
(Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21) by Veronica M. Lawson 
[Source: Catholic Earthcare Australia, Catholic Earthcare.org.au] 

The liturgy for today juxtaposes the introductory verses of Luke’s gospel and a passage 
from the beginning of Jesus Galilean ministry that encapsulates and sets the tone for 
the whole gospel. If we had no other part of Luke’s gospel than these twelve verses, 
we would know a great deal about the gospel and about its author’s intentions.  

From the first four verses, we know that Luke is not an eyewitness to the life and 
ministry of Jesus but is endeavouring to provide an orderly account on the basis 
of reliable eyewitness accounts handed down to the community by 
“servants” or ministers of the word. We know that Luke’s is one of many and not just 
four gospels. We also learn that the gospel is carefully researched and addressed to a 
person of influence called Theophilus, a name that means lover of God or beloved of 
God. We might guess that Theophilus is Luke’s patron, someone who provides the 
necessary funds to produce this work, and possibly the early equivalent of an RCIA 
candidate. We know from the grammatical construction that the author is male. And 
most importantly, we know that Luke sets out to place on a firm foundation the 
teaching that Theophilus has received about Jesus. The word translated as 
“truth” (asphaleia) in our lectionary can also means certainty or assurance. Luke wants 
the gospel message to be well grounded. 

When we turn to Luke 4:14-21, we find a dramatic scene set in the Nazareth 
synagogue. This programmatic scene sets the tone for the whole gospel. Luke’s gospel 
story is about the release that comes from the gracious and expansive love of God 
mediated through God’s anointed and Spirit-filled prophet. Every significant event in 
Luke is powered by the Spirit of God. This event is no exception. The Spirit-filled 
Jesus searches out and proclaims a passage from the prophet Isaiah, a combination of 
Isaiah 61:1-2 and 58:9. He then points to his own mission as a fulfilment of the Isaian 
prophecy. Jesus thus presents himself as the Spirit-filled anointed one of God who 
brings good news to the destitute or homeless poor, release to captives, sight to the 
blind, and freedom for the oppressed. The Greek word translated as “oppressed” 
literally means “shattered”. It evokes images of asylum seekers in detention centres 
and of the hundreds of thousands displaced by war. It evokes the pain of the Earth 
itself and the other-than-human inhabitants of our planet suffering the effects of 
climate change and ecological destruction. If the gospel message is to be well-
grounded in our times, the “destitute” and “shattered” of our Earth community must 
find the “release” of which the gospel speaks. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we acknowledge the Elders, 

families and forebears of the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the Kulin 
Nations, who are the traditional custodians of our parish land, whose cultures and 
customs have nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since men and women 

awoke from the great dream. We acknowledge their continued deep spiritual 
attachment and relationship to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing 

journey of Reconciliation. 
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SAFEGUARDING COMMITMENT 
Our Parish supports the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission and all endeavours to bring healing to and 
justice for the victims of abuse. Our Parish Leadership & 
Development Team and Safeguarding Committee work 
proactively to ensure the safety of all children, young people 
and vulnerable adults in our community. 

WARM WELCOME 
Welcome to all who celebrate the Eucharist with us today, to 
the church communities across our parish and a special 
welcome to all who happen to be visiting our Parish.  

NEWS FROM SACRED HEART MISSION: PROJECT 101 - 
PROJECT OF CARE 
Project 101 is a $27.3 million multi-stage redevelopment 
of Sacred Heart Mission’s properties between the corners 
of Robe and Grey Streets in St Kilda.  

The vision for Project 101 is to transform our operating 
environment into a cohesive and connected hub of support 
and services that improve the quality of life for people 
experiencing homelessness and disadvantage. Our aim is for 
people to experience living in safe environments, having a 
sense of community and of belonging, control over their 
lives, and have their needs appropriately addressed. 
This new ‘campus of care’ will provide a better quality of 
service for our clients and improve that sense of community –
 everyone will have access to the care and service they 
require. 

… The first phase of the project, completed in early 2020, 
rebuilt our residential care facility, Sacred Heart Community, 
and increased the total number of beds to 97, providing a 
home for life to people who are ageing and have 
experienced homelessness and disadvantage. The final 
phase of development focuses on the existing buildings near 
the corner of Robe and Grey Street. This includes 
transforming the Sacred Heart Primary School into 14 
Independent Living Units and an updated Wellness Place 
(formerly Hands on Health Clinic) and Women’s House.  
By providing a greater range of accommodation and 
support, Sacred Heart Mission can prevent the need for 
premature entry into residential aged care services and 
reduce the number of older people experiencing 
homelessness. 

This final phase also includes building a new Administration 
Centre behind the existing terraces on Robe Street. The 
redevelopment will establish centralised and fit-for-purpose 
buildings that will integrate the broad range of services we 
offer into one seamless continuum of care.  
Both the Wellness Place and Women’s House expect to be 
open to clients by December 2022.  
Funding came from the Commonwealth and State 
governments, philanthropic bodies, fundraising campaigns 
and the sale of an asset.  We are so grateful to all the 
generous donors who contributed to making Project 101 a 
reality. We are deeply humbled by the support we have 
received, which reflects the spirit and heart of our community 
and a commitment to providing the best level of care and 
support for people experiencing homelessness and 
disadvantage. 

If you encounter any issues throughout the construction 
period, please contact us either by sending an email 
to info@sacredheartmission.org or phoning our Reception on 
9537 1166. 
[Source: Heartbeat Online, the magazine of the Sacred Heart 
Mission] 

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTS 
If any parishioner knows of children in schools other than St 
Columba, whose families are interested in them making their 
sacraments, whether that be Baptism, Reconciliation, First 
Eucharist or Confirmation, please refer them to Christine, 
who co-ordinates the Sacramental Program. People can call 
the office on: 9531 6120 or email Christine on: 
christine@shscparish.org.au. It is advisable to make contact 
as soon as possible because preparation programs begin 
with the opening of the school year.

A PRAYER FOR THE COMING WEEK: BASED ON SUNDAY’S GOSPEL 
Quietly Prophetic 
In a cynical and despairing world, O God, 
give us a quietly prophetic voice 
to proclaim your hope.  

In a violent and angry world, O God, 
give us a quietly prophetic voice 
to proclaim your peace.  

In a dismissive and disinterested world, O God, 
give us a quietly prophetic voice 
to proclaim your compassion. 

In a lonely and inhospitable world, O God, 
give us a quietly prophetic voice 
to proclaim your love. 

In a grieving and weeping world, O God, 
give us a quietly prophetic voice 
to proclaim your joy. 

May we be so captivated by your hope, O God, 
that we cannot help but to whisper, 
to sing, and to enact, 
the message of your reign 
which is always coming into our world; 

And may our quietly prophetic lives, 
be channels of your restoring grace 
wherever we may go. 
Amen. 
[Written by John van de Laar, and posted on Sacredise.com.]
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RCIA 
Further, adults interested in exploring the Catholic faith or 
completing their sacramental journey are also invited to have 
a conversation with Christine.  
We currently have Damian on the RCIA journey completing 
his sacraments. Please keep Damian in your prayers as we 
accompany him on his faith journey. Anyone interested in 
joining the RCIA group as a supporter would be most 
welcomed and once again, invited to have a conversation on 
what this involves with Christine. 

ST KILDA FESTIVAL 2022 
9 days of celebration! 
St Kilda Festival returns 5-13 
February 2022— to 
celebrate summer, to 
celebrate Australian 
music, but more than 
anything to 
celebrate our 
community.  
The Festival will look a little different from recent years, 
but it will continue a 40-year tradition as a community 
celebration of and for our beloved suburb and Australian live 
music, and we cannot wait to welcome you back.   
Shifting from the one-day format of recent years, the 
extended nine-day program in 2022 will activate specific St 
Kilda precincts with an eclectic array of programming from 
February 5 – February 13. The same event you love, with a 
little more time and space to enjoy it.  
With over 50 artists performing across the nine-day 
event―plus street performers, family entertainment, sports 
demonstrations, market stalls, local community group 
activations, and more― there's bound to be someone you 
love! We encourage you to check out someone new, too. Will 
you discover your next favourite act at St Kilda Festival? 
Sign up to the St Kilda Festival newsletter or follow us on 
social media to keep up with all the latest news. For festival 
enquiries, contact us or call 9209 6306. There is a map at the 
back of church showing the roads affected (less than 
previous years) 
Pride March 
Date: Sunday 6 February 2022 
Time: 11 am to 5 pm 
Location: Fitzroy Street and Catani Gardens, St Kilda 
Road closures and times: 

• 10 am to 2.30 pm: Beaconsfield Parade, Marine Parade, 
Jacka Boulevard and Ormond Esplanade from Kerferd 
Road, Middle Park to Head Street, Elwood 

• 8 am to 4.30 pm: Fitzroy Street and intersections of 
Canterbury, Grey and Princes streets, St Kilda 

St Kilda Festival 
Date: Sunday 13 February 2022 
Time: 10 am - 9 pm 
Location: Catani Gardens and Fitzroy Street, St Kilda 
Full road closures (No access to any traffic): 

• Fitzroy Street, between Grey Street and The 
Esplanade (including the Acland Street intersection) 

• Lower Esplanade 
• Pier Road 
• Beaconsfield Parade/Jacka Boulevard, between 

Cowderoy Street and Cavell Street 
Partial road closures (Local Traffic Only): 
The Esplanade, between Fitzroy and Carlisle streets 
Access pass required: 
Beaconsfield Parade, between Cowderoy and Acland streets 
including the intersections of Cowderoy and Mary streets, will 
be closed to traffic. Access to Cowderoy and Mary streets will 
be via Canterbury Road or Park Street. 

PREPARING FOR LENT 2022 
Lent will begin on Ash 
Wednesday, 2 March this year. 
As Fr Richard Leonard, SJ states, 
“Lent is often described as a 
pilgrimage of faith… However, 
we don’t need to actually leave 
home to be a pilgrim. Lent is an annual journey of a thousand 
small steps to new life at Easter… a pilgrimage from ashes to 
hope… we do become pilgrims with Christ, and to Christ – 
decluttering as we go through our prayer, penance, fasting 
and acts of charity. No matter how soul-sore we may be by 
journey’s end, may this pilgrimage of hope be both life 
changing and life affirming, because that’s the reward for the 
pilgrim’s progress at Easter.” 
For those who decide to take a daily focus on the scriptures 
as part of your Lenten pilgrimage, then you may be 
interested in the Lenten program booklets from the Diocese 
of Wollongong, which have now arrived. Running from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday, there are reflections on the 
weekly scriptures, and on the Sunday scriptures there is the 
added value of an offering of spiritual direction.  
Please see Christine at Mass if you would like a copy, 
which are available for $5/copy.  

JESUIT AND IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY 
From Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Australia 
Guided Prayer Online, monthly on the second Thursday 
of month starting 10 February at 7.00 p..m This hour-long 
monthly zoom session of guided prayer is an opportunity to 
explore different methods of prayer such as lectio divina and 
imaginative prayer. Participants will be invited into prayer and 
spend about 30 min in silent prayer (option to turn off video 
camera) and then we move into optional sharing in groups to 
gain from each other’s experience. You can join for one or 
more evenings.  
Dates: Thursday evening at 19:00 (AEDT) on 10 Feb, 10 
March, 13 April (note this is Wednesday before Easter), 12 
May and 9 June 2022.  
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/BWJCO A zoom link 
will be sent when you register.  
Guide: Kathy Cave.  Cost: no charge  
For further details, contact: info@jisa.org.au
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
“Prayer is what keeps the faith, without it, faith wavers” 
            Pope Francis 
All Recently Deceased: Claudio Bevilacqua (Lou’s uncle), 
Damian Moloney (grew up in our parish and went to St 
Columba Primary School). 

1st Anniversary: Victor Saunders, Mr Allan Shallue, Bill 
McGrath, Randall Clarke, Neil Anderson 

Anniversaries: Mary McHugh 22.1.08, Natie Mario Contino 
18.1, Pat Crofts, Tom Tesoriero, Anna Debac, Teh Kok 
Leong, Dale Carlos, Jennifer Anderson, Katherine Ford, 
Dylan Anderson, Tracey Reynolds, Tibly Hart, Kate Mason, 
Sean Heraghty, Cynthia Pyster 3.1, Cecilia Opie, Daysi Fajardo, 
Adrian Smith, Ray Gill, Gladys Wheeler, Jane Robinson 13.1, 
Delsyia Fullinfaw 10.1, Rose Bell 14.1, Paulina Mejia Bonila 
14.1, Llewellyn Wood, Susie Nolen 5.1, Loretta McCormick 
24.1, Lee Ranahan, John Simington, Joseph Panettieri, John 
Weston, Mario DiMarzio, Billy Cannon, Gavin O’Leary, Vittorio 
(Vic) Di Muzio 9.1, Pauline McEvoy, Frances Tierney, Victor 
Chircop, Merlin Coles, Reg ‘Maldon’ Nicholson 21.1, Maria 
Terzita Canestra 7.1.72, Paula Nelson, Jospeh Micallef, 
Joannie Lloyd, Mary Reagan, Miguel Marin 5.1.10, Anna 
Durack 13.1.2010, Antonio Russo 13.12.96, Rosario Russo 
19.1.2010, Bernice Marten 3.1.07, Alberto JR Dos Santos, 
Julie O’Callaghan, Luciana Spring, Tracey Doherty, Leon 
Massoni, Margaret O’Keefe 12.1.2010, Nunziata Panettieri, 
Neil Murphy, Dominic Mizzi, Samantha Mizzi, Ruby Boulter, 
Rosaria Russo 19.1, Gaby Pozo, Ken Reynolds, Paul Reynolds, 
Danny Reynolds. 

Sick: Carole Patton, Vasili Miller, Baby Lewis, Liz Heritage, 
Leanne Flynn, Colin Nettlebeck, Ruth French, Monique 
Belcourt, Jackie Pyster, Ghislaine O’Malley, Sarah O’Brien, 
Michael Ratliff, Peter Dwyer, Patricia Mizzi, David Rankin, 
Mary Throssell (Perth, W.A.), Carl Riddell, Pat Ficcara. 

OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
MONDAY 24 January  - SUNDAY 30 January 2022 

MONDAY 2.00pm MASS at Sacred Heart Community    
  (restricted access due to Covid) 

THURSDAY 11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church             

FRIDAY  9.00am MASS  at St Columba Church            

SATURDAY 6.00pm MASS  at St Columba Church 

SUNDAY 9.00am MASS  at St Columba Church 

  11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church           
  (this mass is also live streamed) 

  Gospel: Luke 4: 21-30

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: Nehemiah 8: 2-6, 8-10 
Responsorial Psalm: 
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 12-30 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord has sent to bring Good News to the poor 
and freedom to prisoners. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel: John 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
All ministry volunteers must be double vaccinated 
29 / 30 January: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St Columba Welcomes 
6pm Mass: 
M: Volunteer needed 
C / L: Becca Beights / Volunteer needed 
Set up:  Volunteer needed 
9am Mass: 
M: Leonie Hinton 
C / L: Volunteers needed 
Set up: Volunteer needed 

Sacred Heart Welcomes 
11am Mass: 
M: Anne Dexter, Nancye Edwards 
(currently only one volunteer needed at mass) 
C / L: Margaret Barry / MaryAnne Culhane, Nora Redmond  
Set up: Legion of Mary 
Prayer of the Faithful: Volunteer needed 

SERVICE AND SUPPORT  
One option to provide financial support for the parish 
continues to be through the thanksgiving envelopes. 
Many people moved away from using envelopes during 
the COCID lockdowns last year. This does save us time 
and money as we have to pay for printing of the 
envelopes etc 
Please contact Jane at the office if you have any 
questions or concerns. THANK YOU! 

COLLECTIONS: Last two weekend

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION

Envelopes $150.00

Loose cash $231.70

Total $381.70

Average for 3 weeks $1013.33

PRESBYTERY COLLECTION

Envelopes $492.25

Average for 3 weeks $161.48


