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Reflection on the Gospel by Pope Francis: Jesus in the Boat with Us 
Produced by the Diocese of Wollongong; Faith Circles faithcircles.dow.org.au 
In today’s Gospel passage, Luke’s narrative offers us the call of Saint Peter. His 
name — as we know — was Simon, and he was a fisherman. On the shore of the Lake 
of Galilee, Jesus sees him as he is arranging his nets, along with other fishermen. 
He finds him exhausted and discouraged, because that night they had caught 
nothing. And Jesus surprises him with an unexpected gesture: He gets into his boat 
and asks him to put out a short distance from the land because He wants to speak 
to the people from there — there were many people. So Jesus sits down in Simon’s 
boat and teaches the crowd gathered along the shore. But His words reopen even 
Simon’s heart to trust. Then, with another surprising ‘move’, Jesus says to him: “Put 
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch”.  
Simon responds with an objection: “Master, we have toiled all night and took 
nothing!”. And, as an expert fisherman, he could have added: ‘If we didn’t catch 
anything during the night, we aren’t going to catch anything during the day’. 
However, inspired by Jesus’ presence and enlightened by His Word, he says: “But 
at your word I will let down the nets”. It is the response of faith, which we too are 
called to give; it is the attitude of willingness that the Lord asks of all his disciples, 
especially those who are tasked with responsibilities in the Church. And Peter’s 
trustful obedience creates a prodigious result: “when they had done this, they 
enclosed a great shoal of fish”.  
It is a miraculous catch, a sign of the power of Jesus’ word: when we place 
ourselves generously in his service, he accomplishes great things in us. This is what 
he does in each of us: he asks us to welcome him on the boat of our life, in order to 
set out anew with him and to sail a new sea, one which proves to be full of 
surprises. His call to go out into the open sea of the humanity of our time, in order 
to be witnesses to goodness and mercy, gives new meaning to our existence, which 
is often at risk of collapsing upon itself. At times we may be surprised and uncertain 
before the call that the divine Master addresses to us, and we may be tempted to 
reject it due to our inadequacy. Peter too, after this incredible catch, said to Jesus: 
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord” . This humble prayer is beautiful: 
‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord’. But he says it on his knees before 
the One whom by this point he recognises as ‘Lord’. And Jesus encourages him by 
saying: “Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men” ; because God — if 
we trust in Him — frees us from our sin and opens a new horizon before us: to 
cooperate in his mission. 
 The greatest miracle that Jesus accomplished for Simon and the other tired and 
discouraged fishermen is not so much the net full of fish, as having helped them not 
to fall victim to disappointment and discouragement in the face of failure. He 
prepared them to become proclaimers of and witnesses to his word and the 
Kingdom of God. And the disciples’ response was immediate and unreserved: 
“when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him”. 
May the Blessed Virgin, model of prompt adherence to God’s will, help us to feel 
the allure of the Lord’s call, and make us willing to cooperate with him to spread his 
word of salvation everywhere. 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we acknowledge the Elders, families and 
forebears of the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the Kulin Nations, who are the 

traditional custodians of our parish land, whose cultures and customs have nurtured, and 
continue to nurture, this land since men and women awoke from the great dream. We 

acknowledge their continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship to this country 
and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
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SAFEGUARDING COMMITMENT 
Our Parish supports the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission and all endeavours to bring healing to and 
justice for the victims of abuse. Our Parish Leadership & 
Development Team and Safeguarding Committee work 
proactively to ensure the safety of all children, young people 
and vulnerable adults in our community. 

WARM WELCOME 
Welcome to all who celebrate the Eucharist with us today, to 
the church communities across our parish and a special 
welcome to all who happen to be visiting our Parish.  
A special welcome to Cameron, baptised at St Columba this 
weekend. We pray blessing for her as she grows in faith and 
the love of her family. 
A special thank you and farewell to Kristinashli (Ash) who 
returns home to Sydney next week. Ash was a member of the 
Legion of Mary and of our Sacred Heart Ministry team. We 
wish you blessings of health and happiness Ash. 

CELEBRATING THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 
Fr John and the 
school community 
celebrated the 
beginning of the 
school year with a 
beautiful paraliturgy 
on Friday 4 February. 
Fr John read a lovely 
story 'Don't Forget' 
which encouraged the 
children to not forget 
'to share', 'to care' and 
'to play'. The Year 6 
children were given a 
special blessing and 
the Preps were warmly 
welcomed to our school. 

ST KILDA FESTIVAL 2022 
St Kilda Festival returns 5-13 February 2022— to celebrate 
summer, to celebrate Australian music, but more than 
anything to celebrate our community.  
Pride March 
Date: Sunday 6 February 2022,11am to 5 pm 
Location: Fitzroy Street and Catani Gardens, St Kilda 
St Kilda Festival 
Date: Sunday 13 February 2022, 10 am - 9 pm 
Location: Catani Gardens and Fitzroy Street, St Kilda 
There is a map at the back of church showing the roads 
affected (less than previous years) or visit https://
www.stkildafestival.com.au/festival-info/for-residents for a full 
list of roads affected. 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 
Due to the current Omicron situation and the importance of 
supporting our school community during this time, we will 
celebrate Ash Wednesday at 7.00pm on Tuesday 1 March 
at Sacred Heart Church. We will hold a school mass for the 
children and staff on Wednesday 2 March but there will NOT 
BE a PARISH MASS at ST COLUMBA. Ashes will also be 
distributed at masses on the weekend of 5 / 6 March for 
those unable to attend the Tuesday eve mass. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

PREPARING FOR LENT 2022 
Preparing for Lent 2022 
Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, 2 March this year. As Fr 
Richard Leonard, SJ states, 
“Lent is often described as a pilgrimage of faith… However, 
we don’t need to actually leave home to be a pilgrim. Lent is 
an annual journey of a thousand small steps to new life at 
Easter… a pilgrimage from ashes to hope… we do become 
pilgrims with Christ, and to Christ – decluttering as we go 
through our prayer, penance, fasting and acts of charity. No 
matter how soul-sore we may be by journey’s end, may this 
pilgrimage of hope be both life changing and life affirming, 
because that’s the reward for the pilgrim’s progress at Easter.” 
For those who decide to take a daily focus on the scriptures 
as part of your Lenten pilgrimage, then you may be 
interested in the Lenten program booklets from the Diocese 
of Wollongong, which have now arrived. Running from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday, there are reflections on the 
weekly scriptures, and on the Sunday scriptures there is the 
added value of an offering of spiritual direction.  
Many people at Mass took up this invitation of the Resource 
Lenten booklet last weekend but we still have a handful of 
copies available. Please see Christine at Mass if you would 
like a copy, which are available for $5/copy.  

CELEBRATING THE YEAR OF THE WATER TIGER 
Our school's Mandarin teacher (& Gr 3/4 teacher) Yang Song, 
organised a special celebration for Lunar New Year. Each 
class learnt about the significance of the Year of the Water 
Tiger and were able to dance with a traditional Chinese 
Dragon. Wishing everyone a xīn nián kuài lè. 
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WORD OF GOD SUNDAY 
The Church in Australia celebrates the Sunday of the Word of 
God on the first Sunday in February – February 6 in 2022. 
Pope Francis established the day, which is devoted to “the 
celebration, study and dissemination” of the Word of God. 
Visit www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday to access 
resources to help commemorate the day and for suggestions 
on how to better engage with Sacred Scripture in various 
ways and settings. 
Dr Paul Taylor, Director of the National Office for Liturgy 
stated the following: “One of the primary ways in which the 
faithful honour God’s Word in the liturgy is by faithfully 
listening to the proclamation of the readings and the homily, 
and by discerning the various ways in which God’s Word 
applies to our lives. The Second Vatican Council’s insight that 
Christ’s presence is recognised in the actual “proclamation” 
of the Word, when the Church believes that Christ is present 
and speaking to those assembled through the words of the 
Church’s minister [Sacrosanctum concilium (1963) art. 7] … 
Aperuit Illis also reminds us that for many centuries before 
being written down, God’s Word was passed down orally 
from one generation to another. Therefore the actions of 
proclamation, listening and heeding God’s Word are still 
accorded high priority.  

USING OUR VOICE IN COMPASSION 
Leaders of various faith traditions recently came together at 
St Paul’s cathedral in an effort to draw attention and call for 
action for the release of refugees and asylum seekers who 
are being held in indefinite detention.  Fifty-seven are being 
detained in Melbourne, Perth, Brisbane, Sydney and just over 
200 in Nauru and Papua New Guinea. People who fled for 
their lives, who fled persecution, people who had no option 
but to undertake perilous journeys in the hope of lives lived 
in peace. People now incarcerated without end: men, 
women, young, old. 
One of those speaking was our own Sr Brigid of the Brigidine 
Asylum Seekers Project: 
‘The Prime Minister and Opposition leader have the power to 
set them free. It is a question of whether they will open their 
hearts and act, not a question of what to do. Australia is 
locking up people for long periods of time in an absolutely 
arbitrary way. With one stroke of the pen, we could let them 
out. What we’re doing to people who are just seeking asylum 
is destroying lives. 
‘As they reasonably and often say to me, “you have no idea of 
what it’s like to be locked up indefinitely”, and I absolutely 
accept that. Having heard the despair of many people over 
many years, I think that to take away people’s freedom, to 
give them no coherent or logical reason as to why we’re 
doing it and to leave them with no end in sight is just one of 
the cruellest things you can do to anybody. 
‘And they suffer. They suffer because their lives are slipping 
away, they have no idea when they’re going to see family 
again or if they’re going to see their family again, particularly 
their parents. It’s just so hard not to despair. 
‘And it doesn’t matter how much you work on it, or how much 
documentation you provide, these people only get out when 
the Minister says, “I’ll let you out”, but we don’t know why it’s 
one person and not the next person, or why it’s that small 
group and not another small group and so on. It just doesn’t 
make any sense!’ 
Sr Brigid emphasised the campaign’s message: ‘Together, 
with the other multi-faith leaders, we have one message to 
the prime minister and the government – please set them 
free. Let these people out. 
It’s important to use our voice in every way we can. Talk to 
people, talk about this in churches, in your local 
neighbourhoods and schools. Let people know that this 
message has gone to the prime minister and then send 
your own message saying, “Yes, we agree – please set 
them free”.’ 
[Source: Based on an article by Fiona Basile appearing in 
melbournecatholic.org] 

RECEIVING NEWSLETTERS 
At the PLDT meeting on Thursday evening, the committee 
discussed issues around communicating  with parishioners. 
They were happy with our online endeavours but were 
mindful of those people who do not have internet access and 
who are not coming to Church because of health issues, or 
because of concerns over the virus infection rate. While we 
have newsletters available in the church and e-newsletters, 
this does not reach the above population. Therefore, it was 
decided that we will draw up a list of those who would like to 
receive the weekly newsletter by post. While we have an 
initial list, if you are aware of anyone who would like to 
receive the newsletter by post, please contact Jane in our 
office with their details. You can call: 9531 6120, email: 
shsc@shshparish.org.au or post it on our website: 
www.shscparish.org.au 

FIFTY YEARS ON 
Fifty years ago, in August 1971, Malcolm 
and Shirley Tully tied the knot at Sacred 
Heart Church. Last Sunday, surrounded 
by friends, family and our congregation, 
they arrived from Mulgrave to renew 
their vows and recommit their love for 
each other. We were honoured to share 
this celebration with them, with Fr 
John’s words capturing the effect of this 
celebration when he said that, their love 
blessed us. We pray for many more 
years of strong, faithful, self-giving love 
to Malcolm and Shirley. What was 50 years ago, still is. 

PARISH REPORT TO THE PLDT 
Our Parish Leadership and Development Team (PLDT) held 
their first meeting for the year on Thursday night. Thank you 
Dominic, Carlo, Lou, Cathy, Daniella , Toni, Marita, Jeferson, 
Fiona, Fr John and Christine for their ongoing dedication and 
wisdom. Please take the time to read Christine’s Parish Report 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
“Prayer is what keeps the faith, without it, faith wavers” 
            Pope Francis 
All Recently Deceased: Bill Richards (beloved husband of 
Helen), John Nolan 
1st Anniversary: Neil Anderson, John O’Connor, Gwen 
Barry 
Anniversaries:  Howard Shelton 7.2.01, Florence Clarke, 
Jasmine Luke, Pauline Condon, Silvi Chand, Patricia Priest, 
Lola Scully, Michael Grigovich Val Belle, Paolo, Audrey 
Donovan, Barbara Zaia, Stuart Weir, Rodney Bayliss, John 
Ryan, Bridget Vaughan, Felix O’Donoghue, Mary Dillon, 
Annie Oldroyd, Tim Pressor, Mary Babington, Joe 
Andrews, Velia Teseo, Neme Mario Contino 7.2.16, Joseph 
Molnar, Mario Martinov, Lena Kovacevic, Penny Tamplin, 
Patricia McCrohan, Antonio Marussi, Harry Clarke, Patricia 
Fleming 1.2, Mary Cuddihy, Terzita Taranto 3.2, Edith O 
Keeffe 11.2, Gregory Murphy 10.2, John Boland, Daphne 
Duttolph, Adrian Keatley 8.2, Leo Flanagan, David Jellis 
16.2, Patricia Poole 17.2.12, Jane Mary Boland 5.2.1983, 
Miroslav Ulehla 14.2.1983 Terry Ryan, Harry Foster 4.2.11, 
Kevin Healy 14.2.11, Henry Loader 5.2.11, Peg Whitehill 
22.2.11, Leo Miller 13.2.11, Ziggy Didl, Sean Monaghan, 
Kevin L Estrange, Elizabeth Bourke 9.2.04, Alphonsus O 
Connor 2.2.74, Eileen Madigan 1.2.56, Fr Gordon Gebbie 
7.2.01, Lorant Stary Feb 1979, William Kearney 21.2.07, 
Elizabeth Bourke 9.2.04,, David Jellis 16.2.12, William 
George Papworth 8.2.92, Marian Flanagan, Shane 
Brennan, Velia Teseo 12.2, 
Sick: Michael Cash, Carole Patten, Vasili Miller, Baby Lewis, 
Liz Heritage, Leanne Flynn, Colin Nettlebeck, Ruth French, 
Monique Belcourt, Jackie Pyster, Ghislaine O’Malley, Sarah 
O’Brien, Michael Ratliff, Peter Dwyer, Patricia Mizzi, David 
Rankin, Mary Throssell (Perth, W.A.), Carl Riddell, Pat 
Ficcara. 

OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
MONDAY 7 February  - SUNDAY 13 February 2022 

MONDAY 2.00pm MASS at Sacred Heart Community    
  (restricted access due to Covid) 

THURSDAY 11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church             

FRIDAY  9.00am MASS  at St Columba Church            

SATURDAY 6.00pm MASS  at St Columba Church 

SUNDAY 9.00am MASS  at St Columba Church 

  11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church           
  (this mass is also live streamed) 

  Gospel: Luke 6: 17, 20-26

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: Isaiah 6: 1-8 
Responsorial Psalm: 
In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come follow me says the Lord, 
and I will make you fishers of my people. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel: Luke 5: 1-11

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
All ministry volunteers must be double vaccinated 
12 / 13 February: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St Columba Welcomes 
6pm Mass: 
M: Volunteers needed 
C / L: Meg Taylor / Tony O’Malley 
Set up:  Meg Taylor 
9am Mass: 
M: Bernadette Chest, Frances Pititto 
(currently only one volunteer needed at mass) 
C / L: Tony Lopes, Volunteer needed 
Set up: Volunteer needed 
Sacred Heart Welcomes 
11am Mass: 
M: Christina Siciliano 
C / L:Oswald Fernandes, Kathleen Upfold  
Set up: Natalia Setyawan 
Prayer of the Faithful: Daniel O’Connor 

SERVICE AND SUPPORT  
One option to provide financial support for the parish 
continues to be through the thanksgiving envelopes. 
Many people moved away from using envelopes during 
the COVID lockdowns last year. This does save us time 
and money as we have to pay for printing of the 
envelopes etc 
Please contact Jane at the office if you have any 
questions or concerns. THANK YOU! 

COLLECTIONS: Last two weekend

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION

Envelopes $170.00

Loose cash $258.40

Total $428.40

Average for 5 weeks $741.43

PRESBYTERY COLLECTION

Envelopes $332.35

Average for 5 weeks $279.27


