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       Fourth Sunday of Advent

The Catholic Parish of Sacred Heart & St Columba  
Our Parish is a Christian community which welcomes all  

to walk together in a spirit of compassion, justice and hope.

St Columba Church 

cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds    
Elwood 3184 

Sacred Heart Church 

83 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182 

St Columba Primary School 

24 Glenhuntly Road Elwood 3184     
9531 6560; 

www.stcolumbasprimary.org 

Sacred Heart Mission 

87 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182    
9537 1166; 

www.sacredheartmission.org 

PARISH HOUSE 

2 Normandy Road, Elwood 3184             
03 9531 6120; shsc@shscparish.org.au     

www.shscparish.org.au 

Parish Priest: Fr John Petrulis 
john@shscparish.org.au 

Pastoral Associate: Christine Mitchell 
christine@shscparish.org.au 

Parish Administrator: Jane Hearnes 
jane@shscparish.org.au 

SHM Spiritual Care Worker:              
Karen Englebretsen 
kenglebretsen@sacredheartmission.org 

St Columba Principal:                          
Daniella Maddalena 
dmaddalena@scelwood.catholic.edu.au 
Deputy Principal: Bern Bradley 
bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au      

Parish Safeguarding Committee:              
Fr John Petrulis, Christine Mitchell, 
Daniella Maddalena, Jane Hearnes 

Parish Visiting Team: Lay Pastoral Care 
Group; Legion of Mary Groups                           
Call or email the Parish Office. 

St Vincent de Paul President: Jacquie 
Robillard  svdpeskw@gmail.com 

Elwood and St Kilda Legion of Mary                                                          
Please contact the parish office.                             

Throughout Life’s Journey, God Pitches a Tent Beside You by Greg DeLoach  
[source: https://goodfaithmedia.org/throughout-lifes-journey-god-pitches-a-tent-beside-you/] 

Ancient Israel camped – 40 years wandering in the wilderness, pitching tents along 
the way. For worship, they had a portable tent called a tabernacle, the “Tent of 
Meeting.” It was a reminder that God was encamping with them in their wanderings. 
Where they would go, God would go. Where they went, God went. Where they 
rested, God would rest. 
In the Gospel of John, we read echoes of that ancient wilderness sojourn. “And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us.” It literally means the Word encamped, or 
“tabernacled,” among us. God pitches a tent and says, “I am going to wander with 
you.” I wonder if Mary pondered any of this as she and Joseph and the infant Jesus in 
their flight from Herod, escaping into, of all places, Egypt. 
The most amazing thing about the birth of Jesus is not the miraculous nature of his 
coming into the world. Neither is it the angelic apparitions and announcements nor 
the mysterious, guiding star noticed by magi from a distant land. 
The wonder of the birth of Christ is this brief line about God encamping with 
humanity. And not just way back then, in a time and place far, far away from our 
contemporary lives. 
God is still pitching a tent right beside our displacements, upheavals and wanderings. 
God encamps alongside our celebrations and alongside our failures. God encamps 
alongside our frantic busyness to achieve, to do and to acquire, and God encamps 
alongside our stillness and solitude when the world has gotten just too noisy. God 
even encamps alongside us when we just want to be alone, keeping a quiet watch as 
we stare into the campfire and deal with whatever it is life is dealing with us about. 
The Word becoming flesh and living, camping, pitching a tent with us is not about 
comforting us into passivity. It is God’s invitation to envision and imagine a life-giving 
way to wander in this world.  
Life is not about escapism or denial of what goes on in the world. The one who dwelt 
and dwells still among us is calling us to engage this world as if we really believe God 
has come to save this world. To do justice and proclaim peace is the work of God’s 
messengers – angelic, as well as for the rest of us. 
This “light of all the people” that “shines in the darkness” is also a call for us, in the 
words of Jesus himself, to “let your light shine before others.” This shapes how we 
speak. This shapes how we think. This shapes how we treat our neighbour as well as 
how we welcome the stranger. We are to be going somewhere in all of our 
wanderings, arriving not alone, but with others longing for home. 
As we make our way hiking into this new year, if someone should invite you to go 
camping, think about it. Before doubt or fear nudge you to say “no way” or before 
grief or anxiety rob you of the energy, remember that God has already entered into 
our risk and walks with us. 
If we allow, God will also lead the way. 

Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we acknowledge the Elders, 
families and forebears of the Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the Kulin 
Nations, who are the traditional custodians of our parish land, whose cultures and 
customs have nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since men and women 
awoke from the great dream. We acknowledge their continued deep spiritual 
attachment and relationship to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing 
journey of Reconciliation. 
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SAFEGUARDING COMMITMENT 
Our Parish supports the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission and all endeavours to bring healing to and 
justice for the victims of abuse. Our Parish Leadership & 
Development Team and Safeguarding Committee work 
proactively to ensure the safety of all children, young people 
and vulnerable adults in our community. 
There are a range of important and interesting resources on 
the Church noticeboards and on our website supporting and 
highlighting Safeguarding in our parish. We encourage you 
to take the time to have a look at them and if you have any 
questions or concerns please feel free to contact one of the 
Safeguarding Committee. 

WARM WELCOME 
Welcome to all who celebrate the Eucharist with us today, to 
the church communities across our parish and a special 
welcome to all who happen to be visiting our Parish.  
We warmly welcome Fr John back to masses this weekend. 
Thank you very much to everyone who has offered support to 
him over the last week.

EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER 
Communal Reconciliation: THIS Monday, 20 December, 
7.00 p.m. at St Columba Church 
Christmas Masses 
Christmas Eve: 
• Friday, 24 December: Family Mass, 6.00 p.m. at St 

Columba (capacity dependent on seating and 
distancing requirements) (Carols at 5.30 p.m.) 

• Friday, 24 December: Evening Mass, 11.00 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart (Carols at 10.30 p.m.) 

Christmas Day 
• Saturday, 25 December, 9 a.m. Mass at St Columba 
• Saturday, 25 December, 11.00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart 
Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday 26 December, 10.00 a.m. 
at Sacred Heart Church (note that this is the only Mass for 
Sunday in our parish.) 
New Year’s Day Mass, Saturday, 1 January 2022 at 10.00 
a.m. Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday, 1 January 2022 – Saturday vigil Mass, 6.00 p.m. at 
St Columba, Epiphany of the Lord. 
Sunday, 2 January – usual Masses, Epiphany of the Lord. 
Please remember that all our masses and liturgies are 
subject to Covid protocols: 
1. People must check in via the QR codes. 
2. Physical distancing is required & masks recommended  
3. Hand santising also required, which we provide. 
MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS 
Sign up sheets are available at the back of church for everyone 
who would like to volunteer at one or more of our Christmas 
masses. WE STILL NEEDS LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS SO PLEASE 
PUT YOUR NAME DOWN AND CHRISTINE WILL CONTACT 

THE GIFT OF JOY: SHM CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
Two weeks ago, Fr John was 
thrilled to welcome Karen 
Englebretsen (pictured below) 
to the SHM team. We will 
introduce Karen in the New 
Year but would like to thank her 
and the Business Services Team 
from the Mission for the 
beautiful celebration held in 

Sacred Heart Church on 
Friday morning. Karen’s 
inspirational reflection on 
the theme ‘Joy’ in 
included as an insert. 
Please take the time to 
read it.

A PRAYER AS WE LOOK TO CHRISTMAS 
God of Salvation,  
you sent your Son at Christmas to be 
the light in the darkness, 
hope when defeat threatens, 
strength when weakness engulfs 
solace in pain and loss, 
mercy when forgiveness is elusive, 
joy and peace to share with others. 
You sent your Son to be the extraordinary in the ordinary. 
As we celebrate his birth, his coming into the world, 
Let us remember that he comes into our world every day, 
whether we ask for him or not. 
Our call is to let him in and make him the centre of our lives. 
Come Emmanuel, dwell in our hearts, 
Abide in us so we may abide in you, 
And through you, in others. Amen. 

MASS MINISTRIES FOR 2022 
We are preparing the new Ministry rosters for 2022 and are 
so grateful to everyone who helps in these vital roles. If you 
would like to change or add to your ministry work just 
contact Christine or Jane. It would be wonderful if all 
parishioners considered joining one of the weekend ministry 
teams - it’s a lovely way to get to know others in the parish 
and only has to be a once a month commitment. Please 
speak to one of us if you have any questions. THANK YOU! 

PARISH OFFICE PHONE SYSTEM PROBLEMS 
Please accept our apologies for the ongoing issues we are 
having with the office landline phone. We have ongoing 
issues with Telstra and are in the process of moving systems 
to a more reliable and flexible system. 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ST COLUMBA PRIMARY SCHOOL: END OF YEAR 
MASS & GRADUATION 
On Tuesday evening, Fr John celebrated 
the End of Year Mass and Graduation for 
our Grade Six children. It was extra 
special after such a disruptive last few 
years for the children and our ability to 
gather and celebrate together.  
We wish the Grade Six children all the 
very best as they head off to start their 

secondary 
school journey. 
Congratulations and thank 
you to all our children, staff 
and families for a wonderful 
year and all the very best for a 
safe and peaceful Christmas.

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE 
Have Your Say on Religious Freedom. 
Archbishop Peter Comensoli is urging all Catholics to 
participate in a nationwide survey on religious discrimination 
legislation currently before the Australian Parliament and 
speak up in favour of religious freedom. 
Last month, the Attorney-General referred three bills to the 
Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights: the 
Religious Discrimination Bill 2021; the Religious 
Discrimination (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2021; and 
the Human Rights Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. 
As part of its inquiry, which is due to report back on in 
February 2022, the committee has launched an online survey. 
The survey asks respondents to reply to 10 questions. 
Archbishop Peter said the legislation, “While not perfect … 
will provide basic human rights protections for Australians of 
all faiths to express their beliefs”. “All Australian citizens, 
regardless of their religious belief or activity, should be able 
to participate fully in our society,” he said.“They must be 
entitled to the equal and effective protection of the law and 
should not be discriminated against on the basis of their 
religious belief or activities in public life.” 
Archbishop Comensoli called on Catholics to take up the 
invitation and contribute to the consultation process. 
Archbishop Comensoli also urged Catholics to pray for the 
passage of strong religious discrimination legislation. 
The survey, which is only open until December 21, can be 
found at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ReligiousDiscrimination   
Carols 
We warmly invite you to join us in celebrating the joy of 
Christmas with our Archdiocesan Carols Special, Jesus is 
Christmas, to be broadcast Monday 20 December at 
7.30pm on Community TV Channel C31 (Channel 44 on 
digital TV) and streamed live on the Archdiocesan YouTube 
channel. 
Presented in partnership with Mercy Health and VMCH, the 
one-hour carols special will feature Christmas favourites such 
as O Come, O Come, Emmanuel by the celebrated opera 
tenor Michael Petrucelli and O Holy Night by Wiradjuri 
soprano Shauntai Batzke and the Mia Sorella Trio. Other 
carols include the English medieval Christmas classic, Sing we 
to this merry company, and a special treat from our Filipino 
Chaplaincy Choir singing traditional Christmas hymns such 
as Noche Buena (‘Christmas Eve’) 
and Kumukutikutitap (‘sparkling lights’). 
As the year comes to a close, we hope you can join us for an 
evening of songs old and new, and be reminded of the true 
Hope that Christmas brings—Jesus—who is our Hope and 
Light now and always! 

CHRISTMAS / JANUARY HOLIDAYS 
For any of our marvellous volunteers who will be on holidays 
in January, would you mind letting Christine or Jane know 
this week please? 
We will be grateful for any extra help  at masses in January 
from our volunteers who will be enjoying the holidays in 
Elwood and St Kilda. 

‘TOGETHER WE’ CAMPAIGN 
On 13 December, Caritas Internationalis launched its new 
global campaign “Together We - Act today for a better 
tomorrow. Caritas organisations from all over the world are 
promoting community action for the care of Creation and for 
the most vulnerable.  
Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclicals Laudato Si’ and Fratelli 
Tutti, ‘Together We’ aims to create “communities of care” to 
implement new actions and initiatives that fight poverty, 
restore dignity to the excluded, and protect nature, in the 
spirit of integral ecology. This is the third global campaign of 
the Confederation and it brings together 162 Caritas 
organisations worldwide, after ‘One human family, food for 
all’ (2013-2016). The campaign was dedicated to food 
insecurity, and ‘Share the Journey’ (2017-2021), which 
focused on the encounter with migrants and refugees.  
The new global campaign, which will run until December 
2024, calls on communities of care to promote three different 
types of action. These are:  
• raising awareness of the urgent need to restore, protect 

and renew access to natural resources such as food, water, 
land and ecosystems   

• advocating to governments to ensure that people suffering 
from the negative effects of social and environmental 
degradation have a voice in decision-making in order to 
achieve more inclusive and sustainable societies  

• taking action to encourage changes in lifestyles that 
contribute to a less damaging attitude towards our 
Common Home.   

Next year will be dedicated to raising awareness, while 2023 
will be focused on actions to be taken by the communities 
that will be mobilised. Finally, in 2024 the successes will be 
celebrated and good practices will be shared between 
different communities.  
Caritas Australia invites you to share your stories on care 
for our common home and for the poor in your communities 
on social media by using the hashtag #TogetherWe and by 
tagging @iamCaritas. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
“Prayer is what keeps the faith, without it, faith wavers” 
            Pope Francis 
All Recently Deceased: Stephen Keegan 
1st Anniversary: Ondrej Soukup, Roger Graham, Maurice 
Kay, Karl Roberts, Jason Curran 
6th Anniversary: Therese Mitchell 6.12.2015  
Anniversaries: Ernie O’Keeffe 3.12.2019, Dorothy 
Corcoran, Raphael Ruske, Mrs Amad, Bob Collins Anthony 
Ellul, Pamela Pimento, Merril LeesEva Bebjewsky, Norman 
Garland, Naser Azari, Lucas Santos Fraga, Robin Wheatley, 
Colin King, Leslie Korosztos, Barry Scanlan, Bill Waucope, 
Rolando Chan, Bridie Spierings, Bartolo Canestra, Maria 
Terzita Canestra, Angelo Marcon 5.12.69, Mark Samuel-
King, Peter Cescato, Royce Hagen, Stuart & Beryl Melville 
5.12, Stephen Phillips, Domenico Cerasuolo, Millie Walker, 
Esther Dempsey 19.12, Julie Lyons-Vague, Rita Briglia, 
Carole Bilton 15.12, Rachel West, Helena Szefler 17.12, 
Graham Bilton 29.12, Mak Czermak 2010, Maria Cafarella 
26.12.11, Augusto Strangis 2.12.01, Bob Alexander, Agnes 
Castellano 8.12.10, Darryl Shand 16.12.10, Frank Ruberto 
26.12.10, Charlotte Cooper 12.12.73, Clare O’Connor 
29.12.05, Maria Basile, Mara Dale, Jackie Everett, Sandra 
Aerche, Gary Munari, Dorothy McEwan, Kolja and Peter 
Kovacevic, Pashko and Lena Djelovic, Michele Pescatore, 
Maria Pescatore, Nicola & Maria Panella, Paolo & Maria 
Duca, Nunziata Panettieri, Denise McAlorum 24.12.03, 
Gavin Curran 23.12.11 
Sick: Vasili Miller, Baby Lewis, Liz Heritage, Leanne Flynn, 
Colin Nettlebeck, Ruth French, Monique Belcourt, Jackie 
Pyster, Ghislaine O’Malley, Sarah O’Brien, Michael Ratliff, 
Peter Dwyer, Patricia Mizzi, David Rankin, Mary Throssell 
(Perth, W.A.), Carl Riddell, Pat Ficcara. 

OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
MONDAY 20 December - SUNDAY 26 December 

MONDAY 11.00am Funeral for Stephen Keenan              
  at Sacred Heart Church 

  2pm MASS at Sacred Heart Community   
  (Restricted access at this time) 

THURSDAY 11am MASS at Sacred Heart Church 

FRIDAY  6.00pm CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS              
  at St Columba Church (capacity dependent on 
  seating and distancing requirements)   
  Carols at 5.30pm  

  11.00pm CHRISTMAS EVE MASS                                      
  at Sacred Heart Church - Carols at 10.30pm 

SATURDAY 9.00am CHRISTMAS DAY MASS                              
  at St Columba Church 

  11.00am CHRISTMAS DAY MASS                            
  at Sacred Heart Church                                     
  (this mass is also live streamed) 

  NO 6pm MASS  

SUNDAY 10am MASS at Sacred Heart Church          
  (this mass is also live streamed) 

  Gospel: Luke 2: 41-52

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: Micah 5: 1-4 
Responsorial Psalm: 
Lord, make us turn to you; 
let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
Second Reading: Hebrews 10: 5-10 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: 
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel: Luke 1: 39-44

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
All ministry volunteers must be double vaccinated 
Thank you to everyone who has signed up so far to support 
our Christmas liturgies. 
You will be contacted during this week with your allocated 
roles. 

26 December: The Holy Family 

Sacred Heart Welcomes 
10am Mass: 
M: Daniel O’Connor 
C / L: Anne Dexter, Volunteer needed 
Set up: Legion of Mary 
Prayer of the Faithful: Liturgy Team 

COLLECTIONS: Last weekend

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION

Envelopes $82.00

Loose cash $228.80

Total $310.80

We also gratefully acknowledge a $2100 
donation.

PRESBYTERY COLLECTION

Envelopes $335.85

PARISH TEAM HOLIDAYS 
Christine – on holidays from 27 December and will return to work Monday 10 
January.  
Jane – on holidays from 27 December and will return to work on 4 January.  
Fr John – on holidays from 17 January to 21 January.  


