
      PARISH NEWSLETTER 30 / 31 DECEMBER 2023               
 THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS

The Catholic Parish of Sacred Heart & St Columba  
Our Parish is a Christian community which welcomes all  

to walk together in a spirit of compassion, justice and hope.

St Columba Church 

cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds    
Elwood 3184 

Sacred Heart Church 

83 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182 

St Columba Primary School 

24 Glenhuntly Road Elwood 3184     
9531 6560; www.stcolumbasprimary.org 

Sacred Heart Mission 

87 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182    
9537 1166; www.sacredheartmission.org 

PARISH HOUSE 

2 Normandy Road, Elwood 3184             
03 9531 6120; shsc@shscparish.org.au     

www.shscparish.org.au 

Parish Priest: Fr John Petrulis 
john@shscparish.org.au 

Pastoral Ministry Leader: Christine 
Mitchell christine@shscparish.org.au 

Office Manager: Jane Hearnes 
jane@shscparish.org.au 

SHM Pastoral Care Worker:             
Karen Englebretsen 
kenglebretsen@sacredheartmission.org  

St Columba Principal / REC:                          
Daniella Maddalena 
dmaddalena@scelwood.catholic.edu.au 
Deputy Principal: Bern Bradley 
bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au      

Parish Safeguarding Committee:              
Fr John Petrulis, Christine Mitchell, 
Daniella Maddalena, Jane Hearnes 

Parish Visiting Team: Lay Pastoral Care 
Group; Legion of Mary Groups                           
Call or email the Parish Office. 

St Vincent de Paul President: Dominic 
Tesoriero domtess1@gmail.com 

Elwood and St Kilda Legion of Mary                                                          
Please contact the parish office.                             

A Reflection on the Gospel by Pope Francis [an extract], Sunday, 31 December 2023 
Before our eyes is a simple, humble and great fact: Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the 
temple of Jerusalem. He is a child like so many, like all, but he is unique: he is the 
Only Begotten who came for all. This Child has brought us the mercy and tenderness 
of God: Jesus is the face of the Father’s mercy… 
Today’s celebration, especially in the East, is called the feast of the encounter. 
Essentially, in the Gospel that has been proclaimed, we see various encounters (cf. Lk 
2:22-40). In the temple Jesus comes to meet us and we go to meet him. We 
contemplate the encounter with the elderly Simeon, who represents Israel’s faithful 
anticipation and the heartfelt jubilation for the fulfillment of the ancient promises. We 
also admire the encounter with the elderly prophetess Anna who, in seeing the Child, 
exults in joy and praises God. Simeon and Anna are the anticipation and the 
prophecy, 
Jesus is the novelty and the fulfillment: he is presented to us as the perennial surprise 
of God; concentrated in this Child born for all is the past, made of memory and of 
promise, and the future, full of hope. 
… Those who truly encounter Jesus cannot remain the same as before. He is the 
novelty that makes all things new. Those who experience this encounter become 
witnesses and make the encounter possible for others; they also promote the culture 
of encounter, avoiding the self-referentiality that makes us stay closed off within 
ourselves. 
… The Gospel also tells us that “his father and his mother marvelled at what was said 
about him” (Lk 2:33). Joseph and Mary safeguard the astonishment over this 
encounter full of light and hope for all peoples. We too, as Christians and as 
consecrated people, are guardians of astonishment. An astonishment which requires 
ongoing renewal… We too are called today to make prophetic and courageous 
choices… 
The Gospel concludes with this expression: “the child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him” (v. 40). May the Lord Jesus, 
through the maternal intercession of Mary, grow in us, and increase in each person 
the desire for encounter, the safekeeping of the astonishment and the joy of 
gratitude. Then others will be attracted by his light, and they will be able to encounter 
the Father’s mercy. 

Weekly Prayer 
God of mystery and love, 
help us move from the sweet experience of the birth of the Christ Child 
into the reality of the powerful witness of Jesus who will be Messiah for us all. 
Remind us again that this season is about preparing us, your people, 
for a mission and ministry of hope and peace for this aching and angry world. 
Empower us to be people of great faith, 
placing our trust in you, believing that peace is not only possible, 
but it truly can happen if we will work with you and with one another. 
Let us be in prayer with one another, 
for one another, for our church and our community, 
for our nation and our world, for all earth’s people and creatures, 
that we may be those who promote peace. 
Give us courage and strength. 
Help us reach across areas that divide, 
offering compassionate assistance wherever it is needed. 
Bless each one of us in your service, 
for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
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WARM WELCOME  
Welcome to all who celebrate the Eucharist with us today, to 
the church communities across our parish and a special 
welcome to all who happen to be visiting our Parish. 

SAFEGUARDING COMMITMENT 
Our Parish supports the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission and all endeavours to bring healing to and 
justice for the victims of abuse. Our Parish Leadership & 
Development Team and Safeguarding Committee work 
proactively to ensure the safety of all children, young people 
and vulnerable adults in our community. 

NEW YEARS DAY MASS 
Monday, 1 January 2024, 10.00am at St Columba Church 

STAFF HOLIDAYS 
Christine will be on a very well deserved break and will return 
on Monday 8 January 2023. Jane will be on leave from 
Tuesday 26 December and will return on Tuesday 2 January 
2023. Fr John will be on leave from Wednesday 10 January 
and will return on Thursday 18 January. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
“Prayer is what keeps the faith, without it, faith wavers” 
            Pope Francis 
All Recently Deceased:  Gerard Dowling, Wilma Ryan, Monty 
Sultana 
1st Anniversaries:  Graeme Corners, Mary Conney,  Sean 
Deville, Bernadette Jennings. 
Anniversaries: Ethan Carmichael, Stephen Keegan Ondrej 
Soukup, Roger Graham, Maurice Kay, Karl Roberts, Jason 
Curran, Ernie O’Keeffe 3.12.2019, Dorothy Corcoran, Raphael 
Ruske, Mrs Amad, Bob Collins Anthony Ellul, Merril Lees, 
Pamela Pimento, Merril Lees, Eva Bebjewsky, Thérèse Mitchell 
6.12.2015, Norman Garland, Naser Azari, Lucas Santos Fraga, 
Robin Wheatley,Leslie Korosztos, Barry Scanlan, Bill Waucope, 
Rolando Chan, Bridie Spierings, Bartolo Canestra, Maria Terzita 
Canestra, Angelo Marcon 5.12.69, Mark Samuel-King, Peter 
Cescato, Royce Hagen, Stuart & Beryl Melville 5.12, Stephen 
Phillips, Domenico Cerasuolo, Millie Walker, Esther Dempsey 
19.12, Julie Lyons-Vague, Rita Briglia, Carole Bilton 15.12, 
Rachel West, Helena Szefler 17.12, D. Graham Bilton 29.12, Mak 
Czermak 2010, Maria Cafarella 26.12.11, Augusto Strangis 
2.12.01, Bob Alexander, Agnes Castellano 8.12.10, Darryl 
Shand 16.12.10, Frank Ruberto 26.12.10, Charlotte Cooper 
12.12.73, Clare O’Connor 29.12.05, Maria Basile, Mara Dale, 
Jackie Everett, Sandra Aerche, Gary Munari, Dorothy McEwan, 
Kolja and Peter Kovacevic, Pashko and Lena Djelovic, Michele 
Pescatore, Maria Pescatore, Maria Duca, Nicola Duca, Nicola & 
Maria Panella, Paolo & Maria Duca, Nunziata Panettieri, Denise 
McAlorum 24.12.03, Gavin Curran 23.12.11  
Sick: All in or connected with our Parish who are unwell. 
Luke Dennis, Richard Davis, Eddie, Alison Barry-Jones (Qld), 
Tony Wright (Sydney), Chail and her husband Callum, Norma 
Childers (Texas - Becca’s grandma), Patrick McCaffrey, Seamus 
Quinn, Sue McLennan 
We periodically start our sick list again. If you have someone 
you would like on the sick list please contact Jane at the office.     OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

MONDAY 1 January 2024 - SUNDAY 7 January 2024 

MONDAY 10.00am NEW YEARS DAY MASS   
  at St Columba Church     
THURSDAY 11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church    
FRIDAY  9.00am MASS at the Parish House, Elwood   
SATURDAY 6.00pm MASS at St Columba Church             
SUNDAY   9.00am MASS at St Columba Church 
      11.00am MASS  at Sacred Heart Church           
      (this mass is also live streamed) 
  Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: Genesis 15: 1-6,  21: 1-3 
Responsorial Psalm: 
The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11: 8, 11-12, 17-19 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia!       
In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets; 
now he speaks to us through his Son. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
6 / 7 January 2024: The Epiphany of the Lord 
St Columba Welcomes 
6pm Mass: 
M: Emer Di Muzio 
C / L: Joan Davies, Rica Garcia 
Set up: Legion of Mary 
9am Mass: 
M: Volunteer needed 
C / L: Brigid Murphy / Karen Englebretsen 
Set up: Trevor Fletcher, Marcelle Garnier 
Hospitality Roster: Brigid Murphy / Karen Englebretsen 
Sacred Heart Welcomes 
11am Mass: 
M: Oswald Fernandes 
C / L: Helen Freris, Jane Sims / Daniel O’Connor 
Set up: TBC 
Prayer of the Faithful: Helen Freris 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we acknowledge 
the Elders, families and forebears of the Kulin Nations, who are 
the traditional custodians of our parish land, whose cultures and 
customs have nurtured, and continue to nurture, this land since 
men and women awoke from the great dream.  
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