
               PARISH NEWSLETTER 20 February 2022  
        Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Catholic Parish of Sacred Heart & St Columba  
Our Parish is a Christian community which welcomes all  

to walk together in a spirit of compassion, justice and hope.

St Columba Church 

cnr Glenhuntly & Normandy Rds    
Elwood 3184 

Sacred Heart Church 

83 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182 

St Columba Primary School 

24 Glenhuntly Road Elwood 3184     
9531 6560; www.stcolumbasprimary.org 

Sacred Heart Mission 

87 Grey Street, St Kilda West 3182    
9537 1166; www.sacredheartmission.org 

PARISH HOUSE 

2 Normandy Road, Elwood 3184             
03 9531 6120; shsc@shscparish.org.au     

www.shscparish.org.au 

Parish Priest: Fr John Petrulis 
john@shscparish.org.au 

Pastoral Associate: Christine Mitchell 
christine@shscparish.org.au 

Parish Administrator: Jane Hearnes 
jane@shscparish.org.au 

SHM Pastoral Care Worker:             
Karen Englebretsen 
kenglebretsen@sacredheartmission.org  

St Columba Principal:                          
Daniella Maddalena 
dmaddalena@scelwood.catholic.edu.au 
Deputy Principal: Bern Bradley 
bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au      

Parish Safeguarding Committee:              
Fr John Petrulis, Christine Mitchell, 
Daniella Maddalena, Jane Hearnes 

Parish Visiting Team: Lay Pastoral Care 
Group; Legion of Mary Groups                           
Call or email the Parish Office. 

St Vincent de Paul President: Jacquie 
Robillard  svdpeskw@gmail.com 

Elwood and St Kilda Legion of Mary                                                          
Please contact the parish office.                             

Reflection on the Gospel by Pope Francis: Real Love 
Produced by the Diocese of Wollongong; Faith Circles faithcircles.dow.org.au 

This Sunday’s Gospel passage concerns a central point that characterises Christian 
life: love for enemies. Jesus’ words are clear: “I say to you that hear, Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 
who abuse you”. And this is not optional, it is a command. It is not for everyone, but 
for the disciples, whom Jesus calls “you that hear”. He is well aware that loving 
enemies exceeds our possibilities, but this is why he became man: not to leave us 
as we are, but to transform us into men and women capable of a greater love, that 
of his Father and ours. This is the love that Jesus gives to those who ‘hear him’. Thus 
it becomes possible! With him, thanks to his love, to his Spirit, we are able to love 
even those who do not love us, even those who do us harm.  

In this way, Jesus wants God’s love to triumph over hatred and rancour in every 
heart. The logic of love, which culminates in Christ’s Cross, is a Christian’s badge 
and induces us to meet everyone with the heart of brothers and sisters. But how is it 
possible to overcome human instinct and the worldly law of retaliation? Jesus 
provides the answer in the same Gospel passage: “Be merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful”. Those who hear Jesus, who make an effort to follow him even at a cost, 
become children of God, and begin to truly resemble the Father who is in heaven. 
We become capable of things we never thought we could say or do, and of which 
we would have been rather ashamed, but which now give us joy and peace instead. 
We no longer need to be violent, with words and gestures: we discover that we are 
capable of tenderness and goodness; and we sense that all of this comes not from 
ourselves but from him! And thus we do not brag about it but are grateful for it.  

There is nothing greater and more fruitful than love: it bestows all dignity to the 
person, while, on the contrary, hatred and vengeance decrease it, marring the 
beauty of the creature made in God’s image.  

This command, to respond to insult and wrongdoing with love, has created a new 
culture in the world: “a culture of mercy” — we need to learn this well! And properly 
practice this culture of mercy — which “can set in motion a real cultural revolution” 
(Apostolic Letter Misericordia et Misera, 20). It is the revolution of love, in which the 
protagonists are the martyrs of all times. And Jesus assures us that our behaviour, 
inspired by love for those who do us harm, will not be in vain. He tells us: “forgive, 
and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you”. This is beautiful. God will 
give us something beautiful if we are generous, merciful. We must forgive because 
God has forgiven us and always forgives us. If we do not forgive completely, we 
cannot expect to be forgiven completely. However, if our hearts are open to mercy, 
if we seal forgiveness with a brotherly embrace and secure the bonds of 
communion, we proclaim to the world that it is possible to overcome evil with 
good. At times it is easier for us to remember the harm they have done to us and 
not the good things; to the point that there are people who have this habit and it 
becomes a sickness. They are “collectors of injustice”: they only remember the bad 
things done. And this is not a path. We must do the opposite, Jesus says. 
Remember the good things, and when someone comes with some gossip, and 
speaks ill of another, say: “Yes, perhaps ... but he has this good quality...”. Turn the 
discussion around. This is the revolution of mercy.  

May the Virgin Mary help us to let our heart be touched by this holy word of Jesus, 
burning like fire, that it may transform us and make us able to do good without 
reciprocation, doing good without reciprocation, witnessing everywhere to the 
victory of love.

http://www.stcolumbasprimary.org
http://www.sacredheartmission.org
mailto:shsc@shscparish.org.au
http://www.shscparish.org.au
mailto:john@shscparish.org.au
mailto:christine@shscparish.org.au
mailto:jane@shscparish.org.au
mailto:kenglebretsen@sacredheartmission.org
mailto:dmaddalena@scelwood.catholic.edu.au
mailto:bernb@scelwood.catholic.edu.au
mailto:svdpeskw@gmail.com
http://faithcircles.dow.org.au


WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE SAFETY, WELLBEING AND DIGNITY OF ALL CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS         19 / 20 FEBRUARY 2022

SAFEGUARDING COMMITMENT 
Our Parish supports the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission and all endeavours to bring healing to and 
justice for the victims of abuse. Our Parish Leadership & 
Development Team and Safeguarding Committee work 
proactively to ensure the safety of all children, young people 
and vulnerable adults in our community. 

WARM WELCOME 
Welcome to all who celebrate the Eucharist with us today, to 
the church communities across our parish and a special 
welcome to all who happen to be visiting our Parish.  

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 
Due to the current Omicron situation and the importance of 
supporting our school community during this time, we will 
celebrate Ash Wednesday at 7.00pm on Tuesday 1 March 
at Sacred Heart Church. We will hold a school mass for the 
children and staff on Wednesday 2 March but there will NOT 
BE a PARISH MASS at ST COLUMBA. Ashes will also be 
distributed at masses on the weekend of 5 / 6 March for 
those unable to attend the Tuesday eve mass. Thank you for 
your understanding.

A PRAYER TO TAKE INTO OUR WEEK 
Jesus, the love you speak of is not just emotion:  
it is a commitment of the will.  
It is extravagant and limitless,  
and it includes us all, good and bad alike.  
This is the true love that frees up the world’s gridlock of  
hatred, judgement, blame, recrimination and violence.  
It is an active loving based on going the extra mile.  
‘The measure of love is to love without measure.’ 

Lord, I am the focus of your indiscriminate love.  
Grant me a profound appreciation of this limitless gift.  
Transformed by this love,  
may I in turn show unrestricted loving to others 
especially to my enemies! 

I pray for all of those who might be thought of  
as ‘enemy’ or despicable,  
calling to mind all hopeless cases,  
those who are overlooked and neglected.  
I pray that they may experience kindness and love  
and that any who describe them negatively  
may be given the vision that Jesus had. 
Those I love are in my prayer.  
As I think of them, 
I allow feelings of gratitude and appreciation  
to come to the fore and allow myself to be blessed again. 
Amen. 
[Source: Sacred Space, Irish Jesuits] 

COVID UPDATE 
Just a reminder that until we receive official notification, 
everyone attending mass must check in via our QR code and 
wear a face mask (8+ years). Copies of our Covid safe plans 
are available at both churches and the parish house. Further 
information is available on our website and on the 
Archdiocesan website. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

GREAT NEWS ABOUT UPSTAIRS AT PARISH HOUSE 
We are thrilled to confirm that we will have new tenants in the  
Parish House. Karen Englebresten and Brigid Murphy are 
Sisters of the Cross and Passion and will be moving in 
upstairs at the beginning of March. We introduced Karen to 
you a few weeks ago. She is the new Spiritual Care Worker at 
Sacred Heart Mission. Karen and Brigid travelled widely for 
their vocation prior to Covid and are looking forward to 
settling into Elwood and being involved in our Parish.

LENTEN RESOURCE REMINDER 
Christine reminds us that there are handful of the Lenten 
Resource book available for those who wish to make daily 
scripture reading and reflection part of their Lenten practice. 
This booklet offer reflections on daily scripture, in addition 
spiritual direction on the Sunday Gospel. Please see Christine 
after Mass if you wish to purchase a copy for $5. 

PARISH OFFICE 
Jane will be on annual leave for two weeks and will return on 
Tuesday 8 March. Please email or call Christine if you have 
any entries for the newsletter and / or if you need assistance. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we 
acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of the 
Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri tribes of the Kulin Nations, 
who are the traditional custodians of our parish land, whose 
cultures and customs have nurtured, and continue to nurture, 
this land since men and women awoke from the great dream. 
We acknowledge their continued deep spiritual attachment 
and relationship to this country and commit ourselves to the 
ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

REUNION 
In Timor-Leste, sharing a 
cup of coffee, former 
parishioner, Gizela 
welcomes our Jim to her 
country where he is 
volunteering for the next few months, teaching English and 
carpentry skills to the local Timorese. Jim’s contribution goes 
towards this small nation rebuilding their country and lifting 
the literacy skills of their people.  
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MARCH FOR JUSTICE 
Nearly a year after over 110,000 people took to the streets to 
demand equality and justice in Australia, March4Justice 
2022. This year, we ask that you join us on Sunday, 27 
February to join the call for change—whether that be from 
the couch, from the beach, from the driveway, or from the 
streets. Our hashtags for this year’s theme #IMarch4Justice 
#March4Justice2 #Listen2Women #EndGenderViolence 
Whether you wear your March4Justice t-shirt, wear black, 
make a sign, or sport a teal ribbon, the most important thing 
you can do is make your voice heard in your community. 
While there will be events in many capitals, we ask that you 
turn your focus to what can be done locally. 
Last year we made our voices heard at Parliament House in 
Canberra, and now more than ever it is vital that we take to 
the streets, parks, or wherever you are, to make our voices 
heard to the community. We need change. 
Visit the website for further details: 
https://www.march4justice.org.au/ 

NEWS FROM THE CITY OF PORT PHILLIP 
Positive Ageing Policy 
City of Port Phillip is developing a Positive Ageing Policy 
which will guide future decisions about how it can respond to 
the needs and aspirations of people aged 60 years and older. 
There are more than 16,000 people aged 60 years and over 
living in the City Port Phillip, making up 16% of Port Phillip’s 
resident population. An ageing population and desire for 
national consistency and improved consumer choice for 
services is also reforming the national context for delivery of 
federally funded aged care services of which Council is a 
service provider. Promoting an age-friendly living 
environment creates opportunities to enhance outcomes for 
older people and has benefits across society.  
A Positive Ageing Policy will help Council navigate future 
decisions around how it can contribute to positive ageing 
outcomes, as well as inform future decisions about its role in 
Commonwealth funded aged care services. 
Council is undertaking community consultation to 
understand the experience and aspirations for positive 
ageing and to help inform the development of this policy. 
There is an online survey on the Have Your Say page and is 
also in hard copy at libraries and community centres. 
Translated versions of the survey are available via the ASSIST 
team. The Survey is open until Friday 4 March 2022. 
To provide feedback visit the Have Your Say page: Positive 
Ageing | Have Your Say Port Phillip 
City of Port Phillip Multifaith Network and the Port Phillip 
EcoCentre warmly invite all members of our multifaith 
community to come together this Clean Up Australia Day! 
Clean Up Australia Day, Sunday 6 March 2 - 3 pm 
Location: Albert Park Native Bushland, corner of St Kilda 
Junction (map). Meet near the Ngargee Tree in Albert Park 
Native Bushland, corner of St Kilda Junction. See map 
Please remember to stay Covid-Safe and SunSmart, and 
bring a hat, sunscreen, reusable water bottle, and gloves. We 
will have a few spare gloves if you don't have one.  
All participants over 18 years old will be asked to do a QR 
code check in and show your vaccination status or provide 
proof of medical exemption. Register via this link, or contact 
Reiko Yamada at reiko@ecocentre.com 

NEW MAGELLAN FREE ONLINE SERVICE TO AID 
FAMILIES WITH ISSUES 
Majellan Media is bringing back a service first introduced by 
Redemptorist priests in the early 1990s to help families deal 
with a range of issues. The new service Faith onLine will be 
launched next month after a 20-year hiatus. People are 
invited to visit the Majellan website to hear a three-minute 
recorded message. Topics to be covered include depression, 
building self-esteem in kids, bullying, learning to forgive, 
saying no to drugs, coping with failure, dealing with parent-
child conflicts, stress and managing grief.  
CEO Tony Biviano hopes Faith onLine will be as successful as 
the original service which ran until the early 2000s. “As we’ve 
seen with the pandemic over the past two years, families and 
individuals have been struggling with a range of issues 
including mental health, financial problems and domestic 
violence. We believe the time is right to re-introduce the 
service but with modern and easy-to-access technology,” he 
said. Hopefully, many people will listen in as the need for 
assistance has increased dramatically since the start of 
COVID-19.”  
The first messages will cover Lent which begins with Ash 
Wednesday on 2 March. A new recording will then be posted 
each week. The recordings will also be available on the 
Majellan Media app and eventually on ‘Smart Speakers’. Faith 
onLine can be accessed at Majellan Media: majellan.media/
faith-on-line/ 

ONLINE GUIDED MEDITATION 
Join Fr John in the next online guided meditation session on 
Monday, 7 March at 7.00 p.m. for a half hour of guided 
mediation, prayer and some sharing. Newcomers are 
welcome to join the regulars in this session of going deeper 
within oneself to have an encounter with God. Register on 
our website: https://www.shscparish.org.au/events-1 

MASSIVE MURRAY 
PADDLE FOR SHM 
Our wonderful Andy from 
school and her team of 
fantastic paddlers are 
once again undertaking 
the gruelling Massive Murray Paddle and raising money for 
Sacred Heart Mission. We thank them and wish them all the 
best for the 404km / five day event starting on 21 February. 
The team The Mad Hungarians and the Y-Nots! comprising 
Andy, The Mad Hungarian and mates who all just say "Y-Not!" 
will be paddling from Yarrawonga to Swan Hill. They have 
raised $5000 so far and we warmly encourage you to support 
them. https://chuffed.org/project/support-sacred-heart-
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
“Prayer is what keeps the faith, without it, faith wavers” 
            Pope Francis 
All Recently Deceased: Steve Williams, Maurice Sinclair, 
Dick O’Brien 
1st Anniversary: Oscar Fullinfaw 21.2.2021, Neil 
Anderson, John O’Connor, Gwen Barry 
Anniversaries:  Howard Shelton 7.2.01, Florence Clarke, 
Jasmine Luke, Pauline Condon, Silvi Chand, Patricia Priest, 
Lola Scully, Michael Grigovich Val Belle, Paolo, Audrey 
Donovan, Barbara Zaia, Stuart Weir, Rodney Bayliss, John 
Ryan, Bridget Vaughan, Felix O’Donoghue, Mary Dillon, 
Annie Oldroyd, Tim Pressor, Mary Babington, Joe 
Andrews, Velia Teseo, Neme Mario Contino 7.2.16, Joseph 
Molnar, Mario Martinov, Lena Kovacevic, Penny Tamplin, 
Patricia McCrohan, Antonio Marussi, Harry Clarke, Patricia 
Fleming 1.2, Mary Cuddihy, Terzita Taranto 3.2, Edith O 
Keeffe 11.2, Gregory Murphy 10.2, John Boland, Daphne 
Duttolph, Adrian Keatley 8.2, Leo Flanagan, David Jellis 
16.2, Patricia Poole 17.2.12, Jane Mary Boland 5.2.1983, 
Miroslav Ulehla 14.2.1983 Terry Ryan, Harry Foster 4.2.11, 
Kevin Healy 14.2.11, Henry Loader 5.2.11, Peg Whitehill 
22.2.11, Leo Miller 13.2.11, Ziggy Didl, Sean Monaghan, 
Kevin L Estrange, Elizabeth Bourke 9.2.04, Alphonsus O 
Connor 2.2.74, Eileen Madigan 1.2.56, Fr Gordon Gebbie 
7.2.01, Lorant Stary Feb 1979, William Kearney 21.2.07, 
Elizabeth Bourke 9.2.04,, David Jellis 16.2.12, William 
George Papworth 8.2.92, Marian Flanagan, Shane 
Brennan, Velia Teseo 12.2, 
Sick: Matilda Foster, Di Lopez, Michael Cash, Carole 
Patten, Vasili Miller, Baby Lewis, Liz Heritage, Leanne Flynn, 
Colin Nettlebeck, Ruth French, Monique Belcourt, Jackie 
Pyster, Ghislaine O’Malley, Sarah O’Brien, Michael Ratliff, 
Peter Dwyer, Patricia Mizzi, David Rankin, Mary Throssell 
(Perth, W.A.), Carl Riddell, Pat Ficcara. 

OUR LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
MONDAY 21 February  - SUNDAY 27 February 2022 

MONDAY 2.00pm MASS at Sacred Heart Community    
  (restricted access due to Covid) 

THURSDAY 11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church             

FRIDAY  9.00am MASS  at St Columba Church            

SATURDAY 6.00pm MASS  at St Columba Church 

SUNDAY 9.00am MASS  at St Columba Church 

  11.00am MASS at Sacred Heart Church           
  (this mass is also live streamed) 

  Gospel: Luke 6: 39-45

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 26: 2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 
Responsorial Psalm: 
The Lord is kind and merciful. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 45-49 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I give you a new commandment: 
love one another as I have loved you. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel: Luke 6: 27-38

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
All ministry volunteers must be double vaccinated 
26 / 27 February: 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St Columba Welcomes 
6pm Mass: 
M: Tony O’Malley 
C / L: Karen Ramanair, Rica Garcia 
Set up:  Karen Ramanair & Sree Chelvakumaran 
9am Mass: 
M: Roger Vail / Alecia Rathbone, Ada Nardella 
(currently only one volunteer needed at mass) 
C / L: Raymond Bolger, Volunteer needed 
Set up: Ada Nardella 
Sacred Heart Welcomes 
11am Mass: 
M: Anne Dexter, Maryanne Culhane 
(currently only one volunteer needed at mass) 
C / L: Adrian Cropley / Carlo Marcon, Toni Vatta  
Set up: Legion of Mary 
Prayer of the Faithful: Liturgy Team 

COLLECTIONS: Last two weekend

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION

Envelopes $205.00

Loose cash $158.10

Total $363.10

Average for 7 weeks $621.87

PRESBYTERY COLLECTION

Envelopes $243.30

Average for 7 weeks $266.26
Breakdown of service & support: Jan-Dec 2021

Credit card $3540

Direct debit $14,461

Envelopes / Loose $6380

Tap n Go  / Quest $2905

tithe.ly $14726

Due to the amazing support and generosity of our 
parishioners - those close and further afield - we are 
still within budget despite the challenging year. 
Additionally, there were donations of approx $20,000 
made into the Presbytery account for Fr John which is 
wonderful and demonstrates the gratitude he inspires.

http://tithe.ly

